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Marquette to host regional
conference this summer

January 3, 2013
By KYLE WHITNEY - Journal Staff Writer [ kwhitney@miningjournal.met) . The Mining

Journal
- BEODB

MARQUETTE - Marguette will play host this summer to a major
conference orchestrated by a regional coalition of cities with ties to the
Great Lakes.,

A non-profit coalition, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities

AdChoices

TOYOTA

SALES EVENT

LIMITED TIME
OFFERS

ENDS SOON

Initiative works to advance the protection and restoration efforts
related to the St. Lawrence River and the five Great Lakes. The
organization, founded in 2003 and headquartered in Chicago, has 95
member municipalities located in eight Great Lakes states, as well as
Quebec and Ontario.

"It's the fourth largest economy in the world,” GLSLCI Executive
Director David Ullrich said of the area, which represents about 16
millicn people. "We're trying to build the concept of this region, not
only as a self-sustaining and very sustainable example for the entire
planet, but as a much more attractive area for the rest of the world.”
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Wrich was in Marguette this week in preparation for the GLSLCI
annual conference, which will be held in the city in June. The three-
day event brings together mayors and city officials from municipalities
around the region.

The conference - which has been held in previous years in Chicago,
Grand Rapids, Torento, Milwaukee and Miagara Falls, among other
locations - is the organization's big event each vear. Typically between
50 and 60 cities are represented at the event, which draws up to 200
people.

The conference is divided into a day-long business portion that will
invelve meetings of the initiative's board of directors and a day of what
Wirich referred to as "thematic plenary sessions” that focus largely on
economic development within the framework of sustainability.

"There's a real good synergy that develops (among municipal
representatives),” Ullrich said. "In one sense, they are very
competitive, They all want to be the best city. In ancther sense, they
really want to talk about the best things that they've done, and other
cities pick up on that.”

Ullrich said the backdrop provided by Marquette should allow for
discussion of a number of topics, from the need to focus on attracting
small companies to the ecological and economic impacts of mining.

"Clearly with Rio Tinto and the mining here, that's a big issue,
particularly in the Lake Superior basin - both in terms of the economic
significance and in terms of the possible environmental implications,”
he said. "We try not to be afraid of any issue, even if it's particularly
divisive.”

Additionally, he said, the Upper Peninsula lends itself to marketing as a
tourism destination.

"I think tourism, and more specifically adventure tourism and eco-
tourism, are becoming bigger and bigger things all the time,” Ullrich
said. "The potential here is fabulous.”

The GLSLCI conference is scheduled to run from June 19 to June 21
and should be centered in downtown Marquette, Ullrich said the group
is looking for keynote speakers, adding that invitations have been sent
out to Gov. Rick Snyder and U.S. Rep. Dan Benishek, R-Crystal Falls,
as well as Sens. Debbie Stabenow, D-Lansing, and Carl Levin, D-
Detroit.

The Superior Watershed Partnership is hosting the event, partnering
with the city of Marquette, the Marguette Downtown Development
Authority, the city's Arts and Culture Center and the Marquette
County Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Kyle Whitney can be reached at 906-228-2500, ext. 250.

Save |

Be the first of your friends to recommend this.

41 0

Subscribe to Mining Journal

Sponsored From Around the Web

A Ridiculously The Trick to How Mew iPads

Shocking

Website Simple Method  Shopping are Selling for
Reveals to Lose Weight  Designer Under 540
Anyone's Past Brands for a

Online, Take a Steal

Look

i‘.l

| Spon |
Tricks Car 71-Year-0ld Do THIS Easiest Way to
Insurance Qutsmarts Before Eating Remove
Agents Don't Botox Carbs (Every Wrinkles
Want You to Surgeon, Time)
Know Looks 47

Mining Journal

249 W. Washington , Marquette, MI 49855 | 906-228-

B 2015. All rights reserved.| Terms of Service and Privacy Policy

Subscribe | Submit Mews | Affiliated Sites | All Access E-Edition | Home &

Ads

shop the weekly ad

prices valid: 1.11.15-1.1815

Classifieds Jobs cu Services

News, Blogs & Events

I am looking for:

|SEARCH

in:

#® News, Blogs & Events

2500

Il‘lI e b

If¥ou Won't Be Shocked After
Seeing How These Celebs Look
Mow Then You Are Stronger Than
| Am

Look closer: This mural is about to
come to life.

26 Hangovers Caught On
Camera. Will You Be Mext?

Holiday Inn Express Hi& X

{ifficial Site. Book Direct & Sawe With Best

-
Price Guerentee

Mapas y Direcciones
Busque Mapas e Imagenes Satelites
de Foorme Autometice. jApp Gratis!




